Welcome to the January 2025 issue of the:

PBrisbane Jass Club Newsletter

David Herbert — President’s Message

A new year begins! And there is much in store for our members and guests at BJC.

Of course, we will continue our Thursday, Friday, Saturday, and Sunday gigs, with a wide
range of local, interstate, and international performers covering the full spectrum of jazz - and
beyond.

If you haven’t experienced and supported our New Generation of Jazz gigs every second
Wednesday night, | highly recommend them. That program got off to a great start last year and
showcases the outstanding young talent being developed in Brisbane tertiary institutions.
Other regular BJC gigs that aim to nurture emerging performers, particularly vocalists, include
Voices and Tomorrow and Jazz Singers’ Jam Night.

We know that our patrons have varying tastes, and we try to bring a range of acts within which
everyone will find something that they love. Our high audience numbers during 2024 would
definitely indicate that we are getting the programming right.

| would like to give a shout-out to Mal Wood, our artistic director. He spends many hours each
week sourcing performers and negotiating gig details with them to ensure that we have a
varied and awesome program. It is not an easy task, but Mal does it with his legendary humour
and attention to detail. Mixed in with our usual format will be our fabulous festivals to bring
focused weekends of Big Bands (and a separate Youth Big Band Festival), our famous
OzManouche Festival that attracts musicians and audiences from around the country and the
Brisbane Vocal Jazz Festival. Circle 30th April in your calendar for our annual International
Jazz Day celebrations.

Make sure you check our website often and come along to the Club. As well as great music,
you will also experience our legendary friendly atmosphere, a well-stocked bar and good food
from our on-site caterers. It's going to be another great year. See you at the Club soon.

David Herbert — President



Around the Club

Helen Rossi and Dala Lowen attended the January Jazz Singers' Jam Night, hosted by Ingrid
James, to support friends Sunny Vicars and Carole Marco. The seasoned regulars performed
alongside a line-up of other fabulous entertainers, some familiar and others on debut.

Hugo Lock is one, if not the youngest, volunteer at the Brisbane Jazz Club.



| was working with Hugo on Saturday 21st December 2024 for the Tell Heaven All Star Gospel
Revue. It was the third time that he had volunteered at the club and Hugo was confident with
the various tasks he had to undertake.

It was obvious that he enjoyed the music and is an excellent worker. | found | was interested to
find out why he volunteered and did the reason differ from other volunteers.

Hugo does not play a musical instrument and does not have any musical talent. He likes
music. “Everyone likes music,” he suggested. “Most people.”

It was great to see our patrons enjoyed having a young person to assist them; | am sure it is
the smile. The Club would love to see a more diverse range of ages in our list of volunteers so
if you know someone who might be interested, please contact Admin during office hours by
emailing volroster@brisbanejazzclub.com.au or calling 07 3391 2006 Tuesdays to Fridays
10am-4pm.

Helen Abrahams — Brisbane Jazz Club Secretary.

lan McLean is one of our long-standing regulars at the club. So much so that his family
devised a way of finding him if he was lost. Our Duty Manager on the night, Michael Osmond,
enjoyed the creativity of lan’s family. Let’s hope it won’t have to be used...
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Special Mentions
A big thank you to David Reid for his kind words regarding our newsletter. We aim to please.




Monthly Gig Review

James Morrison opened his show, trumpet at full throttle, with all the pyrotechnics you would
expect. As the show progressed, he gave space to his sons William (guitar) and Harry (bass)
to shine and own the spotlight. Oh, and William sings as well. Wonderfully, of course. What a
night!

Our very own Ingrid James was cool with her Be Cool! show, backed by some of the best local
musicians, with a mix of swing, Brazilian standards and originals, all with Ingrid’s polish and
poise.

But the Brisbane Jazz Club is not just the big names; there are new artists as well. llaria
Crociani from Melbourne presented her songs using jazz as a storytelling medium. Her show,
Connecting the Dots, was about pioneering women in Australia.

Also with her debut show was Ali Crane with the Songs of Eve Cassidy. A testimony to Ali and
her band’s performance was the pin-drop silence in the club whilst she sang several
ballads. This was one of those magic moments that makes being at the club so special.

Michael Osmond — Committee Member
Now, reader - let us have your comments on what you have seen.

ED-The Editor - is Signing off until next month

edtheeditor@brisbanejazzclub.com.au.
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