
 

 

Welcome to the February 2025 issue of the: 

Brisbane Jazz Club Newsletter 
David Herbert – President’s Message 

The year has got off to a great start, with some excellent shows and high audience numbers. 

The first few months of the year are often quieter for BJC, but that has certainly not occurred 

this year. My advice is that if you plan a cool night of jazz at BJC, always book in advance to 

avoid disappointment and ensure you get your favourite seat. 

 

Bands are already being booked right through the year and I thank our tireless Artistic 

Director for the love and care he puts in to curating a fabulous and varied program week 

every week. I can't tell you everything that is on during the year, but you might like to know 

about BJC's legendary festivals and special events that are already scheduled (tickets are not 

yet on sale - but mark your diary): 

• Brisbane Youth Jazz Festival will be held across 13th-16th May this year in the 

beautiful Brisbane Multicultural Arts Centre (BEMAC) just around the corner from BJC in 

Main Street. This is a festival featuring school and tertiary students - prepare to be 

blown away by the virtuosity and enthusiasm of these young jazz musicians. 

• Riverfire is on 6th September this year. Finding anywhere along the river to sit and 

enjoy the fireworks is almost impossible - but we can offer you a comfy chair and some 

awesome jazz right on the river in the middle of it all. Leave your car at home, parking 

is just impossible. 

• OzManouche is an Australian institution, with audience and musicians travelling from 

all over Australia and overseas to meet up and jam with fellow gypsy jazz enthusiasts to 

enjoy the music popularised by Django Reinhardt and Stephane Grapelli in the 1930s. 

The festival has a fantastic vibe all its own and this year will be held on 25th-28th 

September. 

• Brisbane Vocal Jazz Festival will be held 8th-12th October this year with performers 

from around Australia and beyond. This highly successful annual showcase of 

storytelling through jazz voice has been going since 2016, and is always well attended, 

so put it in your diary and book early. 

• The Brisbane Big Band Festival is also held around the corner at BEMAC and 

celebrates the big band genre.  It will be held on 31st October, 1st and 2nd November 



 
this year. It is always a joy to see the stage full of big band members and mountains of 

instrument cases as the big bands entertain.  

• Voices of Tomorrow features a new generation of jazz instrumentalists and vocalists 

and will be held on Thursdays throughout the year, on 22nd May, 21st August, and 

13th November. Come along and support these young musicians. Be prepared to be 

mightily impressed and confident that jazz has a magnificent future in our lovely city. 

 

So much to look forward to.  See you at the club soon. 

---------------------------------------------------------- 

                                         

Weekly gigs featuring local, national and international musicians are an important part of BJC's 

program. But we also provide opportunities for members of our jazz community to develop as 

musicians.   

 

One such opportunity is the Freedom Singers, which is an unauditioned community choir 

that has been meeting at the Club on Tuesday evenings for about ten years. It is a program 

that BJC is very happy to sponsor. The participants are united by a love of group singing and 

while some excellent singers attend, the evenings are open to people of all ages regardless of 

experience or ability. Anyone who wants to experience the joy of making music together is 

welcome to join this relaxed and inclusive group.   

 

The choir is supported by a choir director who is critical to the success and enjoyment of the 

group, and by a piano accompanist. Jazz, gospel and blues form their main repertoire. A small 

fee is charged to cover costs. 

 

As well as helping to develop group vocal skills, and providing solo performance opportunities, 

the evenings provide a social occasion for choir members. A glass of wine and some snacks 

usually round off each night, and lasting friendships are forged. 

 

The Freedom Singers' end-of-year concert is always a highlight of the year. The 

companionship, support, happiness, and pride in their accomplishments are tangible, and I am 

proud that BJC can facilitate this wonderful group. 

 

If you would like to join the choir or inquire about it, please 

email: freedomsingersbrisbane@gmail.com or click on:  

https://www.meetup.com/brisbane-jazz-singers-meetup/ 

mailto:freedomsingersbrisbane@gmail.com
https://www.meetup.com/brisbane-jazz-singers-meetup/


 
 

 

 

Around the Club -The New Generation of Jazz. 

THE “NEW GENERATION OF JAZZ” SHOWCASES TALENTED MUSICIANS FROM THE 

CONSERVATORIUM OF MUSIC AND THE JAZZ MUSIC INSTITUTE! 

 

The New Generation of Jazz performances are a component of the Brisbane Jazz Club’s 

Growing Jazz in Queensland initiative which is supported by the Queensland Government 

through Arts Queensland. Growing Jazz in Queensland is a pathway of jazz music experience 

for student musicians and sound engineers to become professionals. 

 

The Brisbane Jazz Club presents the New Generation of Jazz performances every second 

Wednesday night. The bands alternate between The Con and Jazz Music Institute. They play 

two 45-minute sets, starting at 6:30 p.m. and ending at 8:30 p.m. 

 

The club presented four performances in 2024 featuring Meva’s Journal and Stephanie 

Williams Sextet from JMI and the Tosh Kachad Quartet and Kaite Chester Quintet 

from The Con. Student sound engineers from the School of Audio Engineering and The Con 

ran the sound after mentoring from Mark Smith of Real Productions. The bands displayed a 

high level of skill and professionalism and all shows were received enthusiastically by patrons.  

 

       
Mevas Journal                                                         Tosh Kashad Quartet                                                       Kaite Chester Quintet                                              Stephanie Williams 

Sextet   

 

The first New Generation of Jazz performance for 2025 was performed by the Mason Harvey 

Quintet from JMI on 29th January. Saxophonist Mason led the band with their show Blues, 

Bebop & Beyond which included covers of Cannonball Adderley, Hank Mobley, as well as 

originals composed by Mason. With Lucius Reynolds on piano, Alyssa Sinclair on trumpet, 

Alex Askew on bass and Harry Beeton on drums, this band really swings. 

 



 

 

Mason Harvey Quintet 

 

The second performance for 2025 was the Grace Arnell Quintet from The Con on 12th 

February. Grace has a beautiful tone to her voice and the band played a mix of musical styles 

from standards to interesting arrangements of contemporary artists such as Joni Mitchell and 

Veronica Swift. Grace’s vocal interaction with the sax of Max Irvin was a highlight. Cam 

McConville  -piano, Sebastian Lane-Porter - bass and Joh Kotoda - drums rounded out 

this talented band. 

 

 

Grace Arnell Quintet 

 

If these performances by tertiary student bands are anything to go by, jazz music in 

Queensland will have an exciting future. 

 

Merchandise update 

We are delighted that you are purchasing from our range of merchandise and would love to 

hear from you on what we could add to our product range, so please drop a line to  

edtheeditoe@brisbanejazzclub.com.au 

and let us know what you would like to see in “the Cabinet.” 
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Monthly gig review 

This last month we've had a line up of fabulous bands and great audiences 

enjoying all genres. 

Galapagos Duck fabulous as always. Caxton St Jazz Band with their loyal 

following always fills the Jazz club. The gorgeous easy vocals of Jess Spina and 

her Quartet.   

Not forgetting the super Estampa world folk jazz band is always a treat, and 

Big Kitty, as always, with their blues sounds of fabulous vocals and harmonies.  

Great vocals of Brad Leaver and big band sounds of Swing Central in the 

style of Frank Sinatra, always a huge hit. 

Dillion James and his band with his New Orleans funky Hammond organ and 

raw bluesy vocals, great sounds and last but not least, Melissa Western’s 

fabulous vocals and arrangements as always. 

 

Carol Edlin - committee member.  

 

Now, reader - let us have your comments on what you have seen 

 

ED-The Editor - is signing off until next month 

Please let us have any comments to  

edtheeditor@brisbanejazzclub.com.au. 

We want to know what you have to say. 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                


