
 

 

Welcome to the March 2025 issue of the: 

Brisbane Jazz Club Newsletter 
David Herbert – President’s Message 

One thing that every visitor to BJC loves is our spacious deck right on the Brisbane River. 

On a warm, balmy evening, sitting on the deck, cold drink in hand, with wonderful music 

wafting through the back door is a sublime experience. That view of the city! The ferries 

winding their way along the river! The breeze! What could be better? 

But we know from bitter experience that our place on the river has its downside too. Once in a 

while, being close to the river can quickly change to being in the river. Who was around in 

2022? 2011? 1974? 

Cyclone Alfred gave us a big scare during March. The forecast was dire, the flood warnings 

were abundant. 

We prepared carefully and quickly for a potential inundation. This included removing our 

beautiful Yamaha C7 grand piano, our old upright piano, soft furnishings and musical 

equipment from the club. We moved everything else to spots high in the building and tied 

down our outdoor furniture. Many people contributed to the preparation and I thank every one 

of them. Our mates at Radio 4EB on higher ground around the corner stored our stuff during 

the danger period. 

And while there was apprehension and sadness, there were also high spirits, determination 

and willingness to work to save our beloved club. 

Then, to our delight, the rain stopped. No mud and water covering the stage, the deck, the 

walls, the bar, the office. We had dodged a bullet. So we brought everything back, arranged it 

carefully and proceeded with our weekend gigs. 

Thank you to everyone who helped and cheered us on as we prepared for the worst. Our club 

is a great community. I know that, but the determination to protect it is a beautiful thing. 

 

The New Generation of Jazz. 

NEW GENERATION OF JAZZ SHOWS 26 FEBRUARY & 12 MARCH 2025 

On Wednesday 26 February, the Brisbane Jazz Club presented Honk, a band from the Jazz Music 
Institute led by alto saxophonist Chris James. Honk has an unusual lineup featuring horns, bass 
and drums – no piano or stringed instruments. Ken Chow was on tenor sax, Mason Harvey on 
baritone sax and Alyssa Sinclair on trumpet. Alex Askew on bass and Evan Evans on drums 
provided the rhythm section. 



 
Chris has arranged some standards and hard bop classics for the Honk lineup and it was great to 
hear songs from the likes of Sonny Rollins, Bud Powell and Chris Byars played with new 
arrangements. The audience was suitably impressed and the band got an arousing response. 

On Wednesday 12th March, the club presented the Shelby Rose Quintet from The Con. Shelby 
has a wonderful singing voice and engaging stage presence. Shelby covered a wide range of styles 
including blues, standards and Latin. Her band, consisting of Aaron Ma on bass, Ethan Coleman 
on piano, Ashley Hutton on sax and Harold Bryson-Dean on drums were tight and each member 
got to play lengthy solos. Ethan’s piano solo on ‘Satin Doll’ was amazing. The photos include the 
band’s sound engineer for the show. 

      
Honk                                                                                   Shelby Rose Quintet 

 

Merchandise Update 

We know that you, our patrons, like a “Tipple” now and again, so we have decided to offer 

Two for One on our Whisky glasses so you can enjoy your “Tipple” with a friend or partner 

without breaking the bank. Check with our Front of House team to take advantage of the offer.  

 

Special mention 

Our very own Ingrid James has recently been awarded the Lord Mayor Australia Day 

Award for Arts & Culture. 

She was accompanied by family, friends and the Jazz Club President, Vice President and 

committee members at the presentation. 



 

 

 



 

 

We congratulate her on her well-deserved award and thank her for her dedication to the club 

over many years. 

 

 

Monthly gig review 

I was fortunate to have the chance to see Grace Arnell leading the New Generation of Jazz show 

and attracting a solid crowd for a mid-February Wednesday night, proving just how popular these 

shows are becoming. Those who attended were well rewarded by Grace's voice and charm, as 

well as the highly skilled work of the band backing her. If you haven't been to one of these youth 

shows, make a point of catching some every fortnight. They are highly inspirational for other young 

musicians and give the older musos a run for their money! 

On the last day of the month, where else could I be but at BJC, where the amazing Melissa 

Western was performing the blues? It’s not necessarily a music style she’s known for, but she did 

it oh so well. Putting together a knockout show with only two weeks to prepare showcases her 

professionalism. She also introduced several unfamiliar blues numbers—mostly about booze—

which kept the crowd rapt. 

Nights like these also display the sheer brilliance of many of our Brisbane jazz musicians. 

Alongside Melissa were some of the Brisbane jazz elite: special guest Shannon Marshall on 

trumpet and vocals, Peta Leigh Wilson on piano, Dave McGuire on guitar, Luke Macintosh on 



 
bass, and Rich Seymour on drums. We often hear people say, "I've been meaning to go to the jazz 

club." Well, do yourself a favour and get down there—think of all the music you're missing!  

Alan Western – Vice president. 

 

Now, reader - let us have your comments on what you have seen 

 

ED-The Editor - is signing off until next month 

Please let us have any comments to  

edtheeditor@brisbanejazzclub.com.au. 

We want to know what you have to say. 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                


