Welcome to the April 2025 issue of the:

PBrisbane Jass Club Newsletter

David Herbert — President’s Message

International Jazz Day is celebrated on 30th April each year. It has been celebrated since 2011
and is organised by UNESCO and the Herbie Hancock Institute of Jazz. The day reminds us
that “music has the power to transcend borders, foster dialogue, and spark joy and hope.” The
host city changes each year—this year, it is Abu Dhabi.

As you would expect, BJC will celebrate with other global jazz venues. A lineup of excellent
musicians has been put together for what | am sure will be a great evening of jazz and a
celebration of the joy of jazz. Details are online, check it out.

| have been to several jazz venues in Australia and around the world, and on International
Jazz Day, we can hold our heads high. The standard of music from local, interstate and
international artists that we program at least four times each week is outstanding. But beyond
that, we foster a true sense of community, helped in no small way by our friendly volunteers
and staff and the welcoming and homely vibe. And let’s not forget the killer view from our river
deck.

We also have a huge commitment to jazz beyond our weekly gigs - we have an extensive
range of programs and events to develop musicians of all ages commencing their jazz journey
by giving them opportunities to play before an audience, or just meet together to enjoy the
delight of making music together. We are particularly mindful of giving younger musicians a
helping hand by giving them opportunities and ensuring that jazz will continue in Brisbane well
into the future.

It is always rewarding to hear first-time interstate and international guests enthusing about
their BJC experience as they depart — as well as local and regular members and guests. Are
we the greatest jazz club in the world? Probably not. But BJC is a very special place, and as a
volunteer-run not-for-profit organisation in a city the size of Brisbane, | reckon we punch well
above our weight.

Happy International Jazz Day! 30th April falls on a Wednesday this year — bookings for BJC’s
celebration gig are open now.

*Add link for IJD



The New Generation of Jazz.

On Wednesday, 26th March, the club presented Sinclair's Swingin' Smorgasboard from JMI,
led by trumpeter Alyssa Sinclair. Alyssa has played as a side person at the club, but this was
the first time as a leader. She also displayed her versatility as a vocalist. Alyssa was ably
supported by Tyger Middleton on sax, Zoe Atkinson on trombone, Jordy Stitt on piano,
Alex Askew on bass and Harry Beaton on drums. The band played a wide variety of songs,
including those by Lee Morgan and Freddie Hubbard. Finn Antich from SAE provided the
sound.

The band received a rousing reception from the audience.

Sinclair's Swingin' Smorgasboard



On Wednesday 9th April, the club presented the Max Irvin Quintet from The Con. Max Irwin is
an excellent saxophone player with a rich tone, and the band played a wide range of covers,
including songs by Sonny Rollins, Jim Hall and John Scofield. Michael Bell on guitar, Connor
Perkins on bass, Joh Kotoda on drums and Peyo Pappadopoulis on piano displayed
amazing interplay for such a young band. Joe Cross did a fine job on sound.
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Max Irvin Quintet

Merchandise Update

We had a good uptake of our offer, so we have extended through to this month.

We know that you, our patrons, like a ‘tipple’ now and again, so we have decided to offer a
Two for One on our Whisky glasses so you can enjoy your ‘tipple’ with a friend or partner
without breaking the bank. Check with our Front of House team to take advantage of the
offer.

We have a new, exciting addition to our merchandise coming soon so watch out for our
Merchandise updates.



Special Memories at the BJC

Kerrin Benson has been in touch to share a memory of an evening at the BJC with her friend
Pat Rickard, pictured below, who recently passed away. Kerrin wanted to remind us that the
jazz club is more than a place of music; it's a place where people leave lifetime memories.

| hope that Kerrin can create more memories at the BJC in the coming years.

Monthly Gig Review

Ali Crane’s gig, 7he Songs of Eva Cassidy, was superb. Eva Cassidy’s voice is described on
her Songbird album as “one of the greatest voices of her generation” and Ali’s voice had all
the depth, resonance and range of meet the challenge of singing her songs and
interpretations of classics.

The lyrical notes and emotional intensity of ‘Imagine’: a John Lennon song, ‘Songbird’, ‘Time is
a healer’ and many more of Eva’s works were what the audience came to hear. Ali’s rendition
of ‘Over the Rainbow’ was met with that long, deep pause of enjoyment before thunderous
applause. Many patrons commented specifically about that song as they left the club.

The audience knew Eva and her work and her tragic early death, but they were not aware of
many of the stories that Ali and Tristen Bird, the lead guitarist, interspersed between her
songs. Tristen played and tuned at least six guitars — a self-confessed guitar tragic.

Ali and Tristen were accompanied by Terry Million — piano/keyboards, Nathan Bell — drums
and Peter Cook — bass.

It was a fabulous night with Ali’s voice echoing in my head and heart hours later.
Helen Abrahams — Committee Secretary

Now, reader, let us have your comments on what you have seen

ED-The Editor - is signing off until next month




Please let us have any comments to
edtheeditor@brisbanejazzclub.com.au.

We want to know what you have to say.

UK

— brisbanejazzclub




