
 

 
Welcome to the April 2026 issue of the: 

Brisbane Jazz Club Newsletter 
 

Helen Abrahams - President’s Message 
 
The Management Committee decided to extend our return to our 
Club at 1 Annie Street until 20th May. This is a three-week extension 
due to the complexity of renovating an old building where the walls 
and floors are not square. This extension is to ensure the public 
spaces in the Club will be completed at the time of return to the 
Clubhouse. 
 
In the interim, the Officers Mess has agreed to allow us to use their 
facility. So BJC performances up to and including the 17th May will be 
at the Officers Mess. It was only possible for this to happen due to the 
support and success of our performances to date at the Officers Mess. 
 
I wish to give a big shout-out to Lachlan Byrne and his staff for 
accommodating our needs and ensuring all gigs run smoothly. 
 
I also wish to thank our members who are supporting the club and our 
musicians at Officers Mess and encourage them to continue their 
support of the club at our alternative venue.  
  
Looking forward to seeing you all at the Officers Mess during the first 
half of May.   
 
Helen Abrahams - President  
 

Merchandise Update 
 

Our full range of merchandise will be back on sale in the club when we 
resume our normal program in May.  
 



 

 

Around the Club 
 
Due to our current renovations, we will revisit “around the Club” in our 
May edition. 
 
 

Community, Collaboration & Classic Jazz 
 
Brisbane’s vibrant music scene is set to reach new heights this year on 
Thursday 21st May, through an ambitious and inspiring collaboration 
between the 4MBS Festival of Classics and the Brisbane Jazz 
Club. Their joint production, Classic Jazz, promises to blur genre 
boundaries, bringing together classical precision and jazz spontaneity 
in a celebration of shared musical language. 
 
At the heart of this collaboration is a commitment to community, 
uniting audiences, artists and young musicians in a project that 
reflects Brisbane’s rich cultural diversity. By combining the long-
standing traditions of the Festival of Classics with the intimate, 
improvisational spirit of the Brisbane Jazz Club, Classic Jazz represents 
more than a performance: it is a statement about the power of artistic 
partnership. 
 
The program will feature the renowned cellist, composer and 
arranger Gwyn Roberts, whose work is known for seamlessly 
weaving classical technique with contemporary influences. Roberts will 
musically direct MoltiCelli, a sextet of cellos, often described as the 
instruments closest to the human voice. Adding further depth to the 
program is the versatile Jenni Flemming, whose talents as both 
pianist and vocalist bring warmth and expressive nuance to every 
performance. Her ability to move fluidly between styles makes her an 
ideal bridge between the classical and jazz traditions that define this 
production. A major highlight will be the appearance of award-winning 
vocalist Ingrid James, widely respected for her artistry and 
contribution to Australian jazz. Her voice, both powerful and intimate, 
will anchor the program, offering audiences moments of emotional 



 

resonance and musical storytelling. Together, they will explore new 
interpretations of jazz standards, folk, classical and original works. 
 
The collaboration also places a strong emphasis on nurturing the next 
generation of musicians. The 20-piece Queensland Youth 
Orchestra Big Band, under the direction of Bodhan Davison, will 
play a central role in the production. Their involvement not only 
enriches the performance with youthful energy and big band vibrancy 
but also underscores the project’s educational and community-driven 
mission. 
 
This partnership between two iconic Brisbane institutions highlights 
what can be achieved when artistic communities collaborate rather 
than operate in isolation. It reflects a broader vision for the city’s 
cultural future: one that values innovation, inclusivity and the breaking 
down of traditional boundaries. 
 
As anticipation builds for Classic Jazz, audiences can expect an 
evening that is both sophisticated and accessible, rooted in tradition 
yet boldly forward-looking. Above all, the production stands as a 
testament to the idea that music, in all its forms, thrives most when it 
is shared. 
 

 

 
 



 

Ingrid James, (Artistic Director Classic Jazz 4MBS/BJC), Helen 
Abrahams (President, BJC) and Gary Thorpe (General Manager, 
4MBS). Taken 22/4/2026 at 4MBS, in front of the BJC piano in safe 
storage during renovations. 
 

 

 
 
 
 

First Timers 
 
Due to our current renovation, we will revisit our ‘First Timers’ in our 
May edition. 
 

Spotlight on our Patrons 
 
This month, we shine a spotlight on Karen Gray who has been 
coming to the Brisbane Jazz Club at Kangaroo Point since 2000. 
 
Karen arrived in Oz from the UK (after a few years in Canada) in 1972 
and became interested in jazz while living in Sydney, going to The 
Basement and other jazz venues, such as Soup Plus, both in the city. 
 
When she and her husband Ken Angel transferred up to Brisbane in 
2000 (through work), they became friends with some staunch jazz 
aficionados, such as Brenda Thorne (late ex-President and Life 
Member), who persuaded her to join her on the Committee when the 



 

club was going through a bad financial period and facing the loss of 
the club’s premises. With Brenda and other volunteers, they were 
really hands-on, from collecting alcohol (at bargain prices wherever 
they could find it!), buying food supplies, writing newsletters, 
collecting mail, cleaning the place, etc. and generally managing to hold 
it together until, fortunately, the Club became viable again, thanks 
mainly to all those members and musicians who contributed their time 
and resources. 
 
Karen and Ken also began attending Jazz & Blues festivals and 
regularly went to the Story Bridge Hotel for their weekly Sunday 
afternoon gigs, which were usually jazz and blues-based and a great 
place to dance and catch up with like-minded friends. They really miss 
that place!   
 
Karen’s preference is still definitely for Trad jazz, and she has attended 
most of Caxton Street Jazz Band’s performances ever since, but 
she now has a broader appreciation of other genres, mainly because 
the Club has become diversified in their choices and has always picked 
quality acts, some of which she now follows too.   
 
Karen especially loves the inclusion of music from the ‘60s onwards, 
such as Soul, Blues and especially the tribute bands (most of which 
were added due to the COVID restrictions on distances bands could 
travel). Karen usually sings along happily to the songs, as she knows 
most of the words, having lived in London in the Swinging Sixties! 
(Yes, she can still remember it!). 
 
Karen is looking forward to the new renovated Jazz Club, and she is 
sure it will work brilliantly for the patrons, committee, volunteers and 
of course, the musicians. 
 
Pictured below is Karen having a ‘spiritual moment’ at the club’s 
Halloween evening in 2025. 
 



 

 
 

Partying at the Club 
 

Due to our current renovations, we will revisit ‘Partying at the Club’ in 
our May edition. 

 
 

The Australian Jazz Convention 
 
The Australian Jazz Convention is an annual gathering for musicians 
and jazz lovers to celebrate their music. In 2026, the 80th AJC will be 
held in Dubbo, NSW from December 26th to 31st. 
 
Check out the link to see if it’s somewhere you want to be.  
 
http://www.australianjazzconvention.org.au 



 

 
 

The Next Stage 
 
Due to our ongoing renovations, our Next Stage monthly gig will be 
back at the BJC on Wednesday June 3rd. 
 
 

New Generation of Jazz 
 

Due to our ongoing renovations, our New Generation of Jazz 
next fortnightly gig will be back at the BJC on Wednesday May 20th. 
 
ED-The Editor signing off for this month, but looking forward to 
receiving your comments and stories to: 
edtheeditor@brisbanejazzclub.com.au 
We want to know what you have to say. 
 

                                                                                                                                                                                


