
Helen Abrahams - President’s Message 

 
September is known for considerable variation in the number of patrons at our gigs, possibly 
because there is so much on. So it is a great time to invite your friends whom you have been 
promising to bring along to a gig. 
 
The Brisbane Jazz Club illuminated sign has been installed on the deck facing the CBD. It will be 
impossible to miss from the river. This is the final project of the building extension, and it looks 
fabulous. 
 
Of the 140 performances at the club in July - August, 64 performances had patron numbers above 
120 (the previous ‘gold standard’) and we had 140 patrons at 14 performances. These numbers 
were achieved without overcrowding the club, as several new tables have been added to the River 
Lounge, where we are trialling minor changes to our seating plan, including two high tables to 
give improved sight lines. 
 
I wish to assure you that the number of bookings for a performance should not be taken as a 
comment on the quality of the performance. Some of the most memorable nights at the club had 
fewer patrons than expected. Mal Wood and the Music and Events Committee are always 
looking for the balance between popular gigs and new jazz interpretations and bands.  
 
Riverfire featuring Karen Anderson and her band The Fortunate Sinners was a fabulous night. 
Her music was as festive as was the night. Story Bridge was used as a fireworks stage, so 
everyone had a great view.  
 
Helen Abrahams – President 
 

Partying at the Club 
 

Any time is always a good time for a party at the BJC with the Brisbane climate and the stunning 
views from our fabulous deck. Great mates Isaac, Chris and Tom did just that at the Caxton Street 
Jazz band gig on Friday, September 11th to celebrate Chris’s 32nd birthday. 
 
Although their “go-to music” is B-Bop and Hip Hop, they thoroughly enjoyed Caxton Street, whom 
they’ve seen at the club before. 
 
It’s great that all generations are coming to the BJC to enjoy our hospitality and our great music. 
And thank you, guys, for your very generous contribution to our raffle. 
 
See you at the club again soon.  
 
 



 
 

Isaac, Chris and Tom 
 
 

Merchandise Update 
 

We're happy to invite you to view/purchase from our new merchandise webpage. 
 
Click the link below to explore a new online collection that can be delivered to your door, or to 
family and friends anywhere in Australia, so they can experience Brisbane Jazz Club merchandise. 
 

BJC Merchandise 
 
We have included a little bit of luxury for your trip to the Melbourne Cup, or to Pop-up Polo on the 
Sunshine Coast, or the Gold Coast 500. 
 
 Let us know what you would like us to add to our new online collection, and we will do our best 
to accommodate you. 
 
Send your suggestions to edtheeditor@brisbanejazzclub.com.au 
 
 

Around the Club 
 

Michelle Edge and Sarah Douglas have been staying in Brisbane for the past 5 weeks on a 
visit from the U.K. and took the opportunity to visit the Brisbane Jazz Club for the performance on 
Friday 28 August, which proved to be a superb evening’s entertainment.  
 
At the Duty Manager’s (Hamilton Westley) invitation, they agreed to volunteer whilst they were 
here.  
 

https://shop.hunterpp.com.au/brisbane-jazz-club
mailto:edtheeditor@brisbanejazzclub.com.au


They volunteered on 3 occasions, enjoying not only the bands but also the warmth of the 
volunteers and the patrons. They found the atmosphere, whether as a guest or a volunteer, to be 
wonderful, and they would like to thank everyone involved with the club for making their time in 
Brisbane a special memory.  
 
They hope to return and attend or volunteer when they come back.   
 
We wish Michelle and Sarah well on their travels and look forward to seeing them next time they 
are in Brisbane. 
 

Spotlight on our Patrons 
 
This month, we spotlight Hamilton Westley. Hamilton has been a dedicated member of the Club 
since 2015, and his involvement previously included being on the committee, and co-ordinating 
volunteers. Residing over 30 years in Brisbane, he has been an enthusiastic advocate for the 
thriving live jazz scene. Before making Brisbane his home, Hamilton resided in Sydney and 
frequented renowned jazz venues such as Soup Plus, Pier One, and the Basement, to name just a 
few.  
 
Originally hailing from South Korea and adopted in his childhood, he grew up in Sydney. 
Hamilton's professional background primarily encompasses Banking & Finance as well as Business 
Workout & Turnaround. His family have endured his ardent love of jazz during interstate road 
trips with Hamilton commandeering the CD player to play Vince Jones for hours at a time. 
 
Known for his penchant for spiffy waistcoats and ability to chat to anyone (usually trying to 
encourage newcomers to become BJC volunteers), you’ll often find Hamilton dancing near the bar. 
 

 
Hamilton 

 

 
 



Brisbane Vocal Jazz Festival 
 
Five days. Five reasons to sing about.  
THE BRISBANE VOCAL JAZZ FESTIVAL 2026 
From 7-11 October, the Brisbane Jazz Club comes alive offering plenty of musical discover over 
five days of superb vocal jazz on Brisbane's riverfront setting – from Brazilian rhythms and 
legendary voices to reimagined Aussie classics with Daryl Aberhart (NSW) and the long-awaited 
Brisbane festival debut of ARIA Award-winning international star, Sarah McKenzie, now based in 
the USA. So BJC members and jazz friends out there – book early, bring a friend, and make a 
week of it.  
  
Wednesday 7 October – Eddie Gazani + Charmaine Jones Quintet: The Best of Brazil 
Kick off the festival with the irresistible sounds of Brazil. Eddie Gazani and Charmain Jones bring 
together bossa nova, samba, jazz and improvisation in a performance full of groove, warmth and 
rhythmic sophistication. A beautifully expressive way to open the festival! 
  
Thursday 8 October – Kings and Queens of Vocal Jazz 
One of BVJF's much-loved traditions returns by popular demand, celebrating the voices that have 
shaped generations of jazz singers. Expect Manhattan Transfer, Harry Connick Jr., Kurt Ellings, 
Nat King Cole, Peggy Lee and Doris Day – interpreted by an outstanding cast of Queensland 
vocalists and musicians. Twelve artists, one stage and plenty of swing. Book soon before it sells 
out!! 
  
Friday 9 October – Daryl Aberhart Quartet: Aussie Gold – Regrooved and Reimagined 
NSW vocalist, pianist and musical re-framer Daryl Aberhart (the first jazz singer to be accepted 
into the Sydney Jazz program and who has a penchant for writing vocaleses, in particular for John 
Schofield), takes familiar Australian favourite and gives them a soulful jazz makeover. With Grace 
Aberthard (bass/vocals), Dave Longo (guitar) and Dave Sanders (drums), expect songs you know 
so well to emerge sounding innovatively new. Daryl is travelling from NSW especially for this 
festival debut, so let's make sure Brisbane gives him the welcome he deserves! Note: Daryl will 
run an exciting workshop during the day at BJC for instrumentalists and vocalists (as well as 
curious onlookers who just want to audit). Open to all levels and ages. 
  
Saturday 10 October – Sarah McKenzie Quartet (USA/AUS) 
Elegant, swinging and effortlessly musical, this is a special one: ARIA Award-winning international 
artist Sarah McKenzie makes her Brisbane Vocal Jazz Festival premiere. An exceptional pianist, 
vocalist, composer and arranger, with an unmistakably elegant jazz voice. Don't miss Sarah's first 
appearance in Brisbane! 
  
Sunday 11 October – Sarah McKenzie Quartet (USA/AUS) 
Couldn't make Saturday night? You have another chance – and this time it's a Sunday afternoon 
performance. Sarah returns for a second festival appearance, giving Brisbane audiences another 
opportunity to experience this exceptional artist in the intimate surroundings of the Brisbane Jazz 
Club. 
  
BVJF gratefully acknowledges the support of The Gabba Ward Councillor and Brisbane City Council 
in helping us showcase, nurture and celebrate the outstanding local artists and musicians who 
make Brisbane's vibrant jazz community so special. BVJF is also grateful to BJC and all its 
dedicated volunteers, and our valued community partners, whose generosity, enthusiasm and 
commitment help make this festival possible. Together, you help keep live jazz thriving in 
Brisbane.  



 
 

First Timers 
 
Elizabeth Ladson surprised her father Peter, with a Father’s Day afternoon at the Brisbane Jazz 
Club on Sunday, September 6th, to experience the very entertaining Trombone Kellie Gang. 
 
Although Elizabeth and Peter are local to Brisbane, they had often walked or sailed past the club 
but never ventured in. We are very happy they did eventually visit the club. 
 
They both like quality music, so they couldn’t have come to a better place, and they were blown 
away by the experience. 
 
They both operate in the corporate and eventing world, and they are excited that they will be able 
to promote the Brisbane Jazz Club to their associates. 
 
They will soon be moving to live in Victoria but have promised to visit the club as often as they 
can before they leave and also anytime they come back to Brisbane. 
 
We wish them well in their new life in Victoria and look forward to seeing them next time they can 
make it to the BJC. 
 

 



  
 

New Generation of Jazz 
 
Wednesday 26 August 2026: 
The Brisbane Jazz Club presented the CCG Sextet from The Queensland Conservatorium of 
Music. William Clegg (trombone), Isla Carruthers (piano) and Michael Ganderson (tenor 
sax) were joined by Ky Fulwood (bass), Jayden Fulwood (Drums) and Marley Clear 
(trumpet). Their talent is more amazing, given that William, Isla, Michael and Jayden are first year 
students at the Con! The band played a wide range of covers with their unique arrangements as 
well as some amazing originals. Among the covers, Ben Wendel’s ‘July’, Pat Metheny’s ‘Have You 
Heard?’ and Wayne Shorter’s ‘Infant Eyes’ were given the inventive CCG treatment to an 
enthusiastic audience response. Will Clegg’s original ‘Interchange’ and Michael Ganderson’s 
‘Return’ were all class, and Isla’s composition ‘Anhedonia’ displayed sophistication well beyond her 
young years. These musicians have a bright future ahead of them. 
 
Chris Munro did a fine job on sound. 
 

 
 

The CCG Sextet 
 
 

The Next Stage 
 
Wednesday 2 September 2026: 
Sinclair’s Swingin’ Smorgasbord is a seven-piece band led by trumpeter, vocalist, Alyssa Iti 
Merekara Sinclair. Alyssa is a graduate of the Jazz Music Institute and played in the very first New 
Generation of Jazz show at the BJC in 2024. Her band tonight consisted of Liv Marlton (alto sax), 
Shelley Bishop (tenor sax), Zoe Atkinson (trombone), Paula Girvan (piano), Alex Askew 
(bass) and Harry Beeton (drums). 
 
The theme of the show was ‘Rom-Com’ (romantic comedy), so the songs played included songs 
connected to the genre including classics such as George & Ira Gershwin’s ‘The Man I Love’, the 
Billie Holiday version of ‘Them There Eyes’, Ella Fitzgerald’s version of ‘All of Me’ and Caity 
Gyorgy’s hit ‘A Certain Someone. Alyssa wove romance stories around the songs and won over the 
crowd with her infectious personality. 
 



Alyssa has grown in confidence since her debut as a side player at the club in 2024 and is 
developing into a fine band leader. Sound engineer Steve Jackson had the band sounding 
terrific. 
 

 
Sinclair’s Swingin’ Smorgasbord 

 
 
 
Cameron Jeffs - Committee 
 
 
ED-The Editor signing off for this month, but looking forward to receiving your 
comments and stories to: 
edtheeditor@brisbanejazzclub.com.au 
We want to know what you have to say. 
 

                                                           


