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Welcome to the July 2026 issue of the:

PBrisbane Jass Club NVewsletter

President's Message

Brisbane's big bands are benefiting from our more spacious stage, and so it is not surprising that a
number of larger ensembles have played or are scheduled to play at the club in recent weeks. It is
satisfying to offer this opportunity.

The month of July saw the New Groove Jazz Ensemble performing. They certainly noticed the change

from their previous performance just a year ago in 2025. The Mango Jam Big Band had a full house for

their 9 July performance and are using the photo from the night as their new cover. The Brisbane Jazz
Orchestra also played on Sunday, 26 July, bringing a Brazilian touch to the club.

August will be an exceptional month, after four nights of the Brisbane Youth Jazz Festival from
Tuesday, 28 July-31°' July. The Queensland Youth Orchestra is playing on Thursday 30" July at our
club. Areal feast of big band sounds.

Much goes on behind the scenes. One issue taking our time and effort recently has been our nightly

visits by possums. We have captured seven different possums in the last few weeks, and they have

been relocated via the RSPCA after a health check. All the building access points are now sealed, so
we have seen the last of the possums.

Hope to see you in August and do come and say hello when | am at the club.

Helen Abrahams - President

Merchandise Update

We are almost there with our new merchandise offer. Just a few more tweaks and we'll be there, so
check out next month's newsletter.

Around the Club

Sylvia and Phil King decided to honour us with their presence in celebrating the 50th anniversary of
when they first met. Looking at the picture below, it appears they enjoyed the afternoon.

We thank them for choosing the club and wish them all the very best for the future. We look forward to
seeing them again for their next celebration, or even just for a great afternoon out.




Sylvia and Phil King

Voices of Tomorrow

Athank you note from grateful patrons for the work that Ingrid James put into organising Voices of
Tomorrow, which was another of Ingrid's many success stories:

Hi Ingrid,

Thank you for organising the Voices of Tomorrow gig and all the volunteers at the Brisbane Jazz Club for
such an encouraging and wonderful performance night. Finn was really wowed by the whole
experience!

Thank you so much!

The Belshaw family.

Jazz Singers' Jam Night
Jazz Singers' Jam Night Celebrates 25 Years on 6 August

For 25 years, on the first Thursday of every month, jazz singers have gathered to share the stage, take
creative risks, and celebrate the art of vocal jazz. In August, we celebrate a milestone, possibly
unmatched anywhere in Australia, at least for consistency. There's a lot to be said for being consistent
and trusting that a germ of an idea might somehow serve a community of practice (CoP) in untold
ways. Naturally, this CoP may have started small, but it has taken a wonderful team of volunteers over
the years to keep the flame alive and well.

The Jazz Singers' Jam Night (JSIN) has grown into a cherished institution, connecting generations of
singers and musicians across a quarter of a century. It was created to nurture and promote jazz singing
by providing performance opportunities for both emerging and established vocalists. The monthly
gathering has also become an important meeting place for vocalists and instrumentalists, fostering
collaborations, friendships, and creative projects that continue to enrich the jazz landscape.

From its early days at the Travelodge Jazz & Blues Bar in 2001, followed by a short stint in Fortitude
Valley at Belushis (now Chattahoochee Joes Honky Tonk Bar) and Manfreds, the JSJN moved across
town to Park Road, Milton at Maggie Black's Jazz Club. Finally, in 2008, the JSJN found its spiritual
home at the Brisbane Jazz Club on the beautiful banks of the Brisbane River, symbolic of renewal, time,
and continuity, the ability to adapt to change and grow.

The JSJN continues to attract enthusiastic performers and regularly packed audiences, a testament to
its enduring popularity and community support.

Our special 25th Anniversary Celebration features inVoices, the premier vocal ensemble of the
Queensland Conservatorium, comprising Jaryn Oliphant, Mia Hunt, Millie Milne, Molly Quant, Oliver
Radcliffe, Riley Ducie, and Rowan Farrugia, under the direction of Dave Spicer (piano/voice), with
Samuel Vincent (bass) and Paul Hudson (drums). Joining the celebration will also be special guest
vocalists Pearly Black (Gold Coast), Cindy Donato, Liam Waldock, Stu Fisher, Penny Connolly-
Coates, Guada Alvarez, Dave Spicer, Steph Dick, and more.



Hosted by founder Ingrid James, this evening honours not only 25 years of outstanding jazz

performance, mentorship, and community building, but also a legacy that continues to inspire future
generations of jazz singers. In an era when many music events come and go, the JSIN stands as a rare

and enduring success story: 25 years of performance, mentorship, collaboration, and community, with

the music still going strong.

Many thanks to Brisbane Jazz Club and all its current and past committee members and volunteers,
plus a beautiful FOH team: Mark Smith on sound, and photographers Geoff Norris, Brennan
Finighan, Michelle Cop, David Pratt, Steve Barrett, Di Clark, Naomi Doessel, and Irene McLeod.

Thanks also to our beloved community radio broadcasters Stu Robertson (101FM), Don Cairns (and
vale Knox Lovell) from the 4ZZZ Sunday Jazz Show, and John Diegan and John Carrier (MBS Light).

Click Here to book

First Timers

Another example of how jazz and the club are helping to bridge the generation gap.

| discovered a love for jazz through my friends, who were jazz students, and | often went along to watch
their gigs. Before long, | found myself associating jazz with great nights spent dancing and having fun
with friends. Since moving back from New Zealand, | decided to rekindle those experiences by joining
the club.

The other night was our first visit, and it was a wonderful experience. Mum loved how the music
brought back fond memories of her own mum dancing around the living room, which made the evening
even more special.

By arinnid
:
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Devany Roberts


https://brisbanejazzclub.sales.ticketsearch.com/sales/salesevent/165959
https://brisbanejazzclub.sales.ticketsearch.com/sales/salesevent/165959

Spotlight on Our Patrons

This month we spotlight Paul Lucas, who has been part of the Brisbane Jazz Club family for over 15
years.

Aland | have been members of the club for over 15 years. We live locally and call it our “second lounge
room”. And our lounge suite is table 26, our favourite.

Both of us have been raised around music (I played the euphonium in my school cadet band and Alison
learnt the violin), but we have had the good sense to be better listeners and leave the performance to
those who know what they're doing, especially when Brad Leaver offers the microphone in ‘Route 66°.

The club has physically changed over time, but | do miss the high tide on the deck lapping over my
shoes. We've been through floods and pandemics (including shovelling mud on the deck). It has that
wonderful warmth and character as a venue. | genuinely believe that James Morrison and the world-

class artists that we have are much better listened to in the club than at QPAC.

But the one constant has been the friendships we have made with both performers and the wonderful
volunteer team. In this troubled world, one thing we can agree on is the uniting power of music. To be
greeted by the team is to feel as if you're part of the performance and the club, not an onlooker.

We love such a wide variety of music at the club: the Great American Songbook, big band, soul, Latin,
and bossa nova. | love asking the performers about their keyboards or instruments. | think | drive Dale
Rabic mad asking him about the Hammond Organ or the Fender Rhodes.

We first came to listen to Swing Central, and try to make all their performances. They also performed
at my eldest son's wedding. (Hint: never tell Brad “not” to do something, itis an encouragement to do
the opposite!)

We are down at the club a couple of times a month. We've grown gracefully in our time and appreciate
more and more performers. Where else could you have the privilege of listening to someone like Louie
Shelton, who played with the Wrecking Crew, or the squeal of the trumpets in the horn section? Mal
Wood puts together such a wonderful array of acts; it is a privilege. We are in genuine awe of the talent
we witness every time we are there.

We make a point of inviting our friends to show off what you can experience at the club. A number of
them are now members themselves. And it's remarkable how your lives intersect around a love of jazz:
lan and Helen from my days in politics; David, my cardiologist; Doug, who chairs a board I'm on; Jeff,
one of my oldest friends since our days studying law; Michael, the best seafood around; Heidi, running
a major Queensland industry group; and Peter, an international life scientist. The Brisbane Jazz Club
family is a big one, indeed.

You always feel at home at the Brisbane Jazz Club. No one gives a fig that a lifetime ago | was a Deputy
Premier, nor should they. What they care about is that | get so much pleasure out of their talent. And at
the end, that's the one thing that matters.

So my one suggestion to other members is to invite as many people as you can and as often as you
can.

Paul Lucas



Partying at the Club

Jayne Lyrstedt and her family visited the Brisbane Jazz Club for a couple of reasons. The first was to
celebrate their son's birthday, and the second was that their son's drum tutor was playing in the band
and one of the alto sax players was a good friend.

They were happy that they saw a great performance from the band, so it was a great celebration all
round, and they were delighted when the band did a rendition of ‘Happy Birthday’ for their son.

Their kids were also very keen to see what could be made of their musical talents in the future, so keep
an eye out for the Lyrstedt boys in the bands of the future.

The Next Stage

On Wednesday, 3 June, the Brisbane Jazz Club presented the 18-member River City Jazz Orchestra,
led by saxophonist Max Irvin and guitarist Joel Sanchez-Carn, as part of The Next Stage program. This
exceptional jazz band played some classic jazz tracks, such as Herbie Hancock's ‘Dolphin Dance’ and
‘Eye of the Hurricane’, Chris Potter's ‘Cindy's Story’, and Maria Schneider's ‘Cerulean Skies’, as well as
originals by Joel. The audience was enthusiastic, and it is clear that the River City Jazz Orchestra has a
bright future ahead.

River City Jazz Orchestra

The Mitch Bell Quintet performed on Wednesday, 1 July at the club. Mitch has completed his studies
at the Conservatorium of Music. He plays guitar and was accompanied by the fabulous voice of Milly
Sargeant, singer and songwriter.

The quintet performed original jazz compositions and some classic standards.

A great night of classy sounds.

Mitch Bell Quintet



New Generation of Jazz

On Wednesday, 10 June we presented the Patrick Baldwin’s Archipelago, an eight-piece band of JMI
students. Patrick Baldwin is a pianist and composer based in Brisbane. He and his band mostly
perform contemporary jazz and fusion originals, using musical talent from our local scene. Great
sounds. So professional.

Patrick Baldwin’s Archipelago

ED-The Editor - is sighing off until next month

ED-The Editor - is signing off for this month, but looking forward to receiving your comments and
stories to:
edtheeditor@brisbanejazzclub.com.au

We want to know what you have to say.

Visit our website: brisbanejazzclub.com.au

Brisbane Jazz Club | brisbanejazzclub.com.au
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