
Welcome to the June 2026 issue of the: 

Brisbane Jazz Club Newsletter 

President's Message 

Helen Abrahams 

It is five weeks since the first performance back at our club, and there are still a few small things to finish, 
including having the posters and pictures back on the walls. 

The reopening celebration was held on Thursday, 28 May and was attended by our Patron, Her Excellency, 
Dr Jeanette Young, Professor Nimmo and the Lord Mayor, Adrian Schrinner, and Petra, his 8-year-old 
daughter. It was rewarding to hear the Lord Mayor acknowledge that the construction costs were less than 
he expected for the work done. Her Excellency was generous in her recognition of our club's volunteers. 
The evening gave us an opportunity to publicly thank all the volunteers involved in the building project. 

     

Helen Abrahams, President, Professor Nimmo, Her Excellency Dr Jeanette Young, Ian Clark, Project Builder. Helen 
Abrahams and the Lord Mayor. 

There were two different sets for the reopening. Madeleine's Couch performed in the first half showcasing 
Brazilian jazz, and Dave Spicer's band finished the night with guest vocalist Darren Percival singing a duet 
while lounging on the grand piano. It was a wonderful night. 

 

Dave Spicer and Darren Percival in harmony. 

Hope to see you at the club, but you will need to book to ensure you have a seat, as most performances 
are fully booked inside. 

Helen Abrahams 



2026 Brisbane Youth Jazz Festival 

We are delighted to announce a partnership agreement for the 2026 Brisbane Youth Jazz Festival, which 
will see the festival presented at one of Brisbane's leading educational establishments, St Peters Lutheran 
College at Indooroopilly. 

The College has a magnificent theatre, fully equipped, with seating for up to 1,000 and plenty of room on 
stage for even the biggest of our bands. There is also ample parking a short walk from the theatre. 

Join us for four unforgettable evenings of youth jazz on Tuesday 28, Wednesday 29, Thursday 30, and 
Friday 31 July. 

Doors open at 5.30 pm, with five incredible bands performing each night. Food and drinks will be available. 

As always, we will welcome our professional mentors who will advise, encourage, and critique all the 
bands: Tuesday, Mal Wood; Wednesday, Brad Esbensen; Thursday, Melissa Western; Friday, Martha 
Baartz. 

Tickets: $25 adults, $15 under-18s (general admission, no reserved seating). 

Come and experience the energy, talent, and passion of Queensland's young musicians. 

We look forward to welcoming you for a spectacular few nights of live jazz. 

 

Merchandise Update 

Keep an eye open for our new addition to the merchandise range, coming soon. 

Around the Club 

Hi Brisbane Jazz Club Team, 

We, as German tourists in Brisbane, visited the club to get an impression of the local jazz music scene. 
Besides the brilliantly located club by the Brisbane River, we were very impressed by the warm welcome, 
the family-like atmosphere, and the very well-performing musicians, “Voices of Tomorrow”. 

Thanks, and Danke für den schönen Abend, regards 

Norbert and Ines Rostek 

 



Jazz Singers' Jam Night 

 

Jazz Singers' Jam Night Celebrates 25 Years 

on 

Thursday, 6 August 2026 

For 25 years, on the first Thursday of every month, jazz singers have gathered to share the stage, take 
creative risks, and celebrate the art of vocal jazz. 

This August, we will celebrate a milestone that may be unmatched anywhere in Australia, and perhaps the 
world. 

Established by acclaimed jazz vocalist and educator Ingrid James in 2001, what began as an innovative 
idea to support jazz vocalists, the Jazz Singers' Jam Night (JSJN) has grown into a cherished institution, 
connecting generations of singers and musicians across a quarter of a century. The JSJN was created to 
nurture and promote jazz singing by providing performance opportunities for both emerging and established 
vocalists. Twenty-five years later, it remains a vibrant and thriving fixture of Queensland's jazz community, 
and may well be one of the longest-running vocal jazz events of its kind in Australia, and perhaps even 
internationally. 

Over the past 25 years, many thousands of singers have taken to the stage, gaining invaluable experience 
performing before live audiences alongside some of Australia's finest jazz musicians, with occasional 
appearances by distinguished national and international guests. The monthly gathering has also become 
an important meeting place for vocalists and instrumentalists, fostering collaborations, friendships, and 
creative projects that continue to enrich the jazz landscape. 

From its early days at the Travelodge Jazz & Blues Bar, and later at Maggie Black's Jazz Club, the event 
eventually found its spiritual home at the Brisbane Jazz Club in 2009. Held on the first Thursday of every 
month, the JSJN continues to attract enthusiastic performers and regularly packed audiences, a testament 
to its enduring popularity and community support. 

The special 25th Anniversary Celebration will feature inVoices, the premier vocal ensemble of the 
Queensland Conservatorium, comprising Jaryn Oliphant, Mia Hunt, Millie Milne, Molly Quant, Oliver 
Radcliffe, Riley Ducie, and Rowan Farrugia, under the direction of Dave Spicer (piano/voice), with 
Samuel Vincent (bass) and Paul Hudson (drums). 

Joining the celebration will also be special guest vocalists Pearly Black (Gold Coast), Cindy Donato, Liam 
Waldock, Stu Fisher, Penny Connolly-Coates, Guada Alvarez, Dave Spicer, and more. 

Hosted by founder Ingrid James, this evening will honour not only 25 years of outstanding jazz 
performance, mentorship, and community building, but also a legacy that continues to inspire future 
generations of jazz singers. In an era when many arts programs come and go, the Jazz Singers' Jam 
Night stands as a rare and enduring success story: 25 years of performance, mentorship, collaboration, 
and community, with the music still going strong. 



First-Timers 

“Last Friday, on 6 June, many of us made our first visit to Brisbane Jazz Club to celebrate a very special 
birthday. Our dear friend Ziqing, known to many of us as Koharu, turned 22 on 8 June, and she gathered us 
all together for a night out with the Caxton Street Jazz Band. 

We are all students at the University of Queensland, with many of us having come from overseas, and we 
have been keenly looking forward to experiencing the club ever since arriving in Brisbane. It did not 
disappoint! The band was absolutely wonderful, the energy in the room was lively, and every person we 
spoke to throughout the evening was warm, friendly, and welcoming. 

Thank you to everyone at Brisbane Jazz Club for such a memorable night. We will certainly be back!” 

Cheers, 

Tida Coppage 

 

Spotlight on Our Patrons 

Our spotlight this month falls on Rita Laurie. 

Rita arrived in Brisbane from New Zealand (although originally from the UK) in 2003 and very quickly got 
into the jazz scene. 

Rita's first exposure to jazz in Brisbane was at the Tuesday concerts in the Town Hall, where she met our 
good friends the Caxton Street Jazz Band, who told her to get down to the Brisbane Jazz Club to hear 
great jazz music. 

Rita's go-to music at that time was Humphrey Lyttelton and Chris Barber, who were very popular in the UK, 
but she quickly embraced the Brisbane jazz scene and enjoyed the Sunday evening dancing at the BJC. 

Rita started to volunteer in 2005 and was quickly recruited onto the management committee. With her 
management background, she made a positive impact, and before long was elevated to the position of 
President, where she remained until 2015, when she stepped aside due to ill health. She has never lost her 
passion for the BJC and is a regular attender as a Life Member. 

She has very fond memories of her years with the club, praises the dedication and high standards of the 
admin team and volunteers, and has enjoyed seeing the club's developments over the years without the 
club losing its soul. 

Rita has too many memories for us to mention in this article, but one of her favourites was stumbling upon 
Lulo Reinhardt, Ewan McKenzie, and Hank Marvin jamming after one of the Oz Manouche gigs. Her own 
private gig that will stay with her forever. 

I know we all wish Rita the very best for the future and look forward to seeing her regularly at the Brisbane 
Jazz Club. 



 

Rita on one of her many visits to the BJC. 

Partying at the Club 

For most of us, jazz novices would be a generous description. We arrived knowing little more than the 
names Gershwin and Goodwin but left wondering why we hadn't patronised more regularly. 

The Brisbane Jazz Orchestra was outstanding. 

A special mention must go to vocalist Ingrid James, whose effortless style and stage presence captivated 
our three tables from the opening numbers. Whether delivering a Great American Songbook standard or 
slipping into Brazilian and Latin rhythms, she had the room hanging on every note. Even a table full of 
hardened journos, normally paid to be sceptical, found themselves completely won over. 

There was also an unexpected personal connection for Mike. Trumpeter Shane Purnell, Cleveland District 
State High School's Instrumental Music Coordinator, was among the musicians on stage. Shane taught 
Mike's son and even accompanied him on a European school band tour during his school years, making his 
appearance a lovely and entirely unplanned birthday surprise. We later discovered that many of the other 
musicians in the ensemble were also music teachers from notable schools across southeast Queensland, 
further proof that Queensland students are being taught by some remarkable talent. 

Naturally, the program included Summertime. While Brisbane's winter weather wasn't entirely in tune with 
the title, the cool afternoon air did nothing to dampen spirits. After the performance, our group headed onto 
the deck for birthday cake, photographs, and a lively debrief. 

The afternoon was a perfect blend of friendship, nostalgia, and first-class music. More importantly, it 
reminded a group of ageing newspaper reporters that sometimes the best stories are found away from 
deadlines, sitting beside the river with old friends while a world-class big band swings its way through an 
unforgettable afternoon. 

Many thanks to the Brisbane Jazz Club, Ingrid James, Rob Anders, Shane Purnell, and the Brisbane Jazz 
Orchestra for helping make Mike's birthday celebration such a memorable occasion. 

Kind regards, 

Judith Kerr 



 

Michael with his friends celebrating on the deck. 

 

Michael with some of the band who were involved in Mike's son's music education in the past. 

The Next Stage 

Look out for the next gig, when The Next Stage presents Mitch Bell's Emissaries of Jazz on Wednesday, 1 
July. 

New Generation of Jazz 

Our next New Generation of Jazz gig, on Wednesday, 8 July, will be the Lucius Reynolds Quintet: the 
Music of Mingus, Monk and McCoy. 

ED-The Editor - is signing off until next month 

ED-The Editor - is signing off for this month, but looking forward to receiving your comments and stories to: 

edtheeditor@brisbanejazzclub.com.au 

We want to know what you have to say. 

Visit our website: brisbanejazzclub.com.au 

Brisbane Jazz Club  |  brisbanejazzclub.com.au 
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