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Welcome to the May 2026 issue of the:
Brisbane Jazz Club Newsletter

President’s Message

Emerging musicians and vocalists are taking the opportunities offered by the Jazz Club with New
Generation of Jazz and The Next Stage performances. The Jazz Singers Jam Nights are also a great
opportunity.

The May Jazz Singers Jam Night was, unexpectedly, one of the last of our events at the Officers’ Mess.
I would like to share with you the stories of two first-time performers at our latest Jazz Singers Jam Night.

Bruce Delany, a vocalist with Australian Voices, has worked as a Lighting Technician at QPAC and is
studying for a Business degree at QUT. He still has time for his music and his band.

Michelle Nguyen was an active student of music at school, but her tertiary studies meant she had a
break from music. Now she is keen to return to her singing. Both performers got resounding applause.

Encouraging new performers is a goal of the current Committee for the future of jazz in our city.
Helen Abrahams — President



Merchandise Update

Our full range of merchandise will be back on sale at the club when we resume our normal program on 20
May.

Around the Club

Due to our current renovations, we will revisit “Around the Club” in our June edition.

Jazz Singers’ Jam Night

Our Jazz Singers’ Jam Night team are taking a well-earned rest this month and will be back with us again
next month.

First-Timers

Due to our current renovations, we will revisit “First-Timers” in our June edition.

Spotlight on Our Patrons
Our spotlight this month is on Mal Wood.

Mal Wood has been the Artistic Director of the Brisbane Jazz Club for almost 20 years and absolutely
loves being part of such an amazing team.

The only thing better than live jazz is more live jazz, and we have an incredible depth of local talent who
help keep the jazz story alive and swinging.

Mal has been involved with the BJC from a very young age. His father, Steve Wood, was performing at
the club in the Brisbane Big Band and small groups.

At the Jazz Carnivals that were held in the current BJC carpark under a marquee, Mal would serve drinks
and food to the wonderful musicians, sharing their jazz stories, as well as the occasional sit-in with a band.

These gigs inspired his curiosity about the jazz language and culture, which led him on many musical
adventures whilst meeting beautiful souls.

The origin of the word “jazz” has resulted in considerable research, and its history is well documented. It is
believed to be related to jasm, a slang term dating back to 1860, meaning “pep, energy”.

It is great hearing Mal'’s story, and we are grateful for his work at the BJC. We look forward to his
contributions in the future.



Partying at the Club

Due to our current renovations, we will revisit “Partying at the Club” in our June edition.

The Next Stage

Due to our ongoing renovations, 7he Next Stage monthly gig will be back at the BJC on Wednesday, 3
June.

New Generation of Jazz

Due to our ongoing renovations, the New Generation of Jazz fortnightly gig will be back at the BIC on
Wednesday, 20 May.

ED — The Editor signing off for this month, but looking forward to receiving your comments
and stories to:

edtheeditor@brisbanejazzclub.com.au
We want to know what you have to say.
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